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SYPHILIS AS A CAUSE OF INSANITY. 

LSy Elise Donalds jx, Assistant Director of Educational Work, Division ol Venereal Diseases, United 

States Public Health. Service. 

That syphilis is the cause of a substantial percentage of existing 
insanity has long been recognized. Various authors have differently 
estimated this percentage, but statistics bearing on the question are 
more or less meager. As this subject is important both from the 
point of view of public health and from the point of view of public 
expenditure, it was felt that it was worth while to obtain some definite 
data showing how largo a proportion of the inmate3 of tho State 
institutes for the insane were insane because of syphilis, and showing 
also tho former occupations of these persons. 

A letter was therefore sent to tho superintendents of 159 State 
hospitals for the insane throughout the United States, requesting this 
information. 

Replies were received from 115 of these institutions, and in 83 of 
these the data supplied were of such character that they could bo 
tabulated. Occupational data were available in 65 instances. 

In the 88 replies used for tabulation, the following States are 
represented: 



Arizona. 


Maryland. 


Oklahoma. 


California. 


Massachusetts. 


Oregon. 


Colorado. 


Michigan. 


Pennsylvania. 


Connecticut. 


MinneJota. 


Rhode Island. 


District of Columbia. 


Mississippi. 


South Carolina. 


Georgia. 


Missouri. 


South Dakota. 


Illinois. 


Montana. 


Tennessee. 


Indiana. 


Nebraska. 


Texas. 


Iowa. 


Now Hampshire. 


Vermont. 


Kansas. 


New Jersey. 


Virginia. 


Kentucky. 


New York. 


West Virginia. 


Louisiana. 


North Dakota. 


Wisconsin. 


Maine. 


Ohio. 


Wyoming. 



It can be seen from this list that a wide geographical area is covered 
by the figures. 

As the percentages varied substantially for inmates and for admis- 
sions it seemed best to separate the two in tabulation. It was pointed 
out in several answers that the lives of those whose insanity is due to 
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syphilis are comparatively short, and that therefore the percentage is 
higher among admissions than it is among the inmates. 

Table I. — Percentage of inmates of Slate institutions for the insane lehose insanity was 
a result of syphilis, and percentage of admissions whose inso,nity uas a result of 
syphilis. 



Name of hospital. 


Percentage cf inmates 
insane as a result of 
syphilis. 


Percentage of admis- 
siors insane as a re- 
sult of syphilis. 




Male. 


Female. 


Total. 


Malo. 


Female. 


Total. 


Arizona: 


6.0 


7.4 


6.4 








California: 






7 




13.6 


4. a 


10.3 










2i.& 


8.4 


10 4 


Colorado: 


15.7. 

2.5 
5.6 

4.6 


5.4 

.9 
2.1 

1.4 


11,2 

1.6 

3.9 

3.7 




Connecticut: 
















District of Columbia: 








Georgia: 






0.4 


Illinois: 








4.0 


1.0 


2.7 




4.3 


.4 


2.5 






21.0 


.7 


2.9 








5.0 
P.!) 






13.4 
2.5 


4.3 
.4 






1.5 








Indiana: 

Central Indiana Hospital for the Insane, Indian- 


14.8 
4.3 


3.7 

.7 




Iowa: 








2.8 


Mount Pleasant State Hospital, Mount Pleasant . - . 
Kansas: 


2.7 


.7 


1.8 




14.0 


6.4 


10.5 




5.0 


1.3 


3.4 




Kentucky: 






7.1 


Louisiana: . . . 


6.1 

7.9 
4.4 


2.9 

3.7 
■liS 


4.5 








Maine: 


' 








- 1 






Maryland: " ' 




16.8. 
15.0 


, 7.4 
5.0 


12.8 




1 




10.0 


Massachusetts: 

Bridgewater State Hospital, State Farm, Uridgo- 






.3 
0.5 
2.3 
1.8 
3.1 
2.4 
2.9 






ii.9 

4.3 
2.4 
3.5 
7.2 
3.3 


2.4 
.8 

1.3 

2.7 
.6 

2.6 
























Northampton State Hospital, Northampton 
























8.7 


2.1 


4.5 




6.0 


4.0 


4.9 




Michigan: 






7.4 




9.5 


2.3 


5.9 


21.4 
10.0 
14.1 
17.4 

22.0 


8.2 
4.0 
4.1 
13.2 

19.0 


16.2 








8.1 


2.7 


5.0 


10.1 




15.5 


Minnesota: 












12.8 


3.2 






Mississippi: 


2.8 








Missouri: 


8.0' 
4.-0, 
1.3 












."■. .3 
.0 




















Montana: .,-,",'.■ 
Montana State Hospital for Insane, Warm Springs. 


7.8 
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Table I.— Percentage of inmates of Stale institutions for the insane whose insanity was 
a result of syphilis,' and percentage of admissions whose insanity was a result of 
syphilis — Continued. 



Name of hospital. 


Percentage of inmates 
insane as a result of 
syphilis. 


Percentage of admis- 
sions insane as a re- 
sult of syphilis. 




Male. 


Female. 


Total. 


Male. 


Female. 


Total. 


Nebraska: 


2.4 
2.2 
4.5 


.02 
1.7 
0.8 


1.5 
1.9 








New Hampshire: 








New Jersey: 








New York: 




21.1 
16.7 
28.6 
19.6 
20.0 
20.1 
21.9 
4.7 

7.4 
16.1 
14.7 
13.2 
10.3 


5.4 
5.0 
8.4 
7.3 
10.0 
3.0 
6.1 
. 7.5 

7.5 
6.6 
8.9 
4.9 
0.0 


13.2 










10.0 


Buffalo State Hospital, Buffalo 








19.2 


Central Islip State Hospital, Central islip, L. I 

Gowanda State Homeopathic Hospital, Collins. 


5.7 
7.7 


2.7 
2.9 


4.3 


13.0 
16.fi 
11 3 










11.3 


Manhattan State Hospital, Wards Island, N. Y.. . 
Middletown State Homeopathic Hospital, Middle- 


9.2 
3.7 


2.8 
.7 


5.6 
1.8 


0.0 
7.4 




11.1 








2.7 
2.7 
2.5 

4.1 

3.7 


12.3 




4.7 
4.2 

5.0 

5.5 

21.0 

.2 


.9 
1.0 

2.4 

2.3 
13.0 


9.3 




11.4 


North Dakota: 




Ohio: 


















.2 














13.0 














15.0 










16.8 


9.2 


13.0 


Oklahoma: 






5.4 
3.0 

2.8 






3.2 
3.5 



1.3 








Oregon: 
Pennsylvania: 








13.0 
20.0 
18.9 


8.0 

-6.4 

4.1 


10.0 


Pennsylvania State Lunatic Hospital, Harrisburg. 


7.0 


1.0 




12.4 




16.0 
6.8 
1.8 








Rhode Island: 
South Carolina:. . 


1.8 

.7 


4.4 
1.2 














South Dakota: 


15.0 


3.0 




-Tennessee: 


6.0 
6.8 
2.4 
6.5 
1.0 


4.0 
1.5 
1.3 

2.5 

.5 






Texas: 










Vermont: 

Vermont State Hospital for Insane, Waterbury. . . 
Virginia: 


1.8 

4.6 














West Virginia: 








Wisconsin: 




10.0 
8.0 


4.0 
1.9 


7.5 










5.6 


Wyoming: 

Wyoming State Hospital for Insane, Evanston — 


9.0 


6.0 















The results of the inquiry may be summarized as follows: 

Percentage of male inmates whose insanity is due to syphilis C. 2 

Percentage of female inmates whose insanity is due to syphilis 2.2 

Percentage of inmates (M and F) whose insanity is due to syphilis — 3.9 

Percentage of male admissions whose insanity is due to syphilis 15. 5 

Percentage of female admissions whose insanity is due to syphilis C. I 

Percentage of admissions (M and F) whose insanity is due to syphilis 10. 4 
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It must be borne in mind that these figures do not represent the 
incidence of syphilis among the insane, or the number of those 
giving a positive Wassermann. Some insane persons have con- 
tracted syphilis after becoming insane; others contracted syphilis 
before becoming insane, their insanity being due, however, to other 
causes. 

Table II. — Occupations of inmates of 65 State institutions for the insane whose in- 
sanity was caused by syphilis. (The list covers occupations of 4,441 men and 1,195 
women.) 



Occupation. 



Accountant 

Acrobat 

Actor 

Advertising distributor. 

Agent 

Architect 

Army officer 

Artist 

Assembler 

Athletic manager 

Auctioneer 

Awning maker 



Baiter 

Banker 

Barber 

Barkeeper 

Basket worker 

Billiavdist 

Billposter 

Blacksmith 

Boatman 

Boftei maker 

Bookbinder 

Bookkeeper 

Bootblack 

Box maker 

Brakeman 

Brewer 

Brick mason.. — — 

Broker. 

Broom maker 

Builder tradesman.. 

Businessman 

Butcher 

Buyer 



Cabinetmaker 

Canvassers 

Cap maker 

Carpenter 

Caterer 

Charity worker 

Chauffeur 

Chemist 

(agar maker 

Clergyman 

Clerk 

Clown 

Coachman 

Coaldealcr 

Coal miner 

Conductor (street railway).. 

Conductor (railroad) 

Concrete worker 

Confectioner 

Contractor (building) ,. 

Convict 

Cook 

Cooper 

Custodian 



Dairyman. 
Dentist.;.. 



Number. 



Male. Female. 



2 
1 
121 
1 
1 

28 
4 

20 
3 
147 
1 
3 
1 
2 
2 

19 
1 
2 

17 
1 

45 

' 4 
1 



Occupation. 



Detective 

Dishwasher. . 

Domestic 

Draftsman . . . 

Draper 

Drill reamer. 

Druggist 

Dyer 



Efficiency expert 

Electrician 

Electroplater 

Elevator operator ..... 

Engineer (civil) 

Engineer (gas) 

Engineer (locomotive). 

Engineer (mining) 

Engineer (stationary) . . 

Engraver 

Errand boy 

Expressman 



Factory worker 

Farm laborer 

Farmer 

Fireman 

Fireman (locomotive) . 

Fisherman 

Florist 

Foreman 

Foreman (foundry) 

Fortune teller . •. 

Furrier 



Gambler 

Garage man 

Gardener 

Garment cutter. . . 

Glass blower 

Glass cutter 

Glove maker 

Glazier 

Grinder (cutlery). 

Grocer 

Guard 

Gunner 



Hack driver 

Hairdresser 

Harness maker 

Hatter 

Horse dealer 

Hospital attendant . 

Hostler 

Hotel boy 

Hotel manager 

Housekeeper 

Housewife 

House worker 



Ice-cream maker . 

Iceman; 

Inspector 

Inspector (arms) . 



Number. 



Male. Female. 



7 
2 

1 

16 
1 

1 
41 
3 

7 
5 
1 

19 
3 

12 
5 
2 
3 

30 
2 

236 
29 
4 
5 
2 
10 
2 
1 



93 



12 

"i 



42 

551 
153 
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Table II. — Occupations of inmates of 65 State institutions for the insane wiwse in- 
sanity xvas caused by syphilis. (The list covers occupations of 4,441 men and 1,195 
women) — Continued. 



Occupation. 



Inspector (street railway). 

Interpreter 

Ironworker 



Janitor 

Jeweler 

Jockey 

Junk dealer . 



Kite maker. 



Laborer 

Lather 

Laundry employee 

Launderer 

Laundress 

Lawyer 

Leather worker 

Linotyper 

Lithographer 

Livery-stable employee. 

Locksmith 

Longshoreman 

Loom fixer 

Lumberman 



Machinist 

Manager 

Manicurist 

Manufacturer 

Mason 

Mechanic 

Merchant 

Messenger 

Metal worker 

Meter reader 

Milkman 

Milliner 

Mill hand 

Miner 

Motorman 

Molder , — 

Munition worker . 
Musician 



Naval officer 

News agent 

Newspaper employee . 
Newspaper reporter . . 
Nurse 



Oiler 

Optician 

Oysterman. 



Packer 

Painter 

Paper hanger 

Paper worker 

Peddler 

Physician 

Photographer 

Piano maker 

Piano tuner 

Pilot 

Plasterer 

Plumber 

Policeman 

Postman 

Post-office employee. 

Porter 

Presser 

Priest 

Printer 

Promoter 

Prostitute 

Publisher 



Number. 



Male. Female. 



1,063 
4 
4 



33 
7 
3 
2 
8 
2 
4 
1 

20 

116 
1 



22 



Occupation. 



Railroad employee 

Railroad employee (street).. 

Rancher 

Real estate agent 

Real estate broker 

Restaurant keeper 

Roofer. 

R ough rider 

Rubber worker 



Sailor 

Sail worker 

Salesman 

Saleswoman 

Saw maker 

Scavenger 

Schoolgirl 

Scrub woman.... 

Seamstress 

Shipping clerk 

Ship fitter 

Shipyard worker 

Shoemaker '. 

Shop hand 

Silver butter 

Slater 

Soap maker 

Soldier 

Stable hand 

Station agent (railroad) 

Steam fitter 

Stenographer 

Stevedore 

Steward 

Stock dealer 

Stonecutter. 

Straw worker 

Student 

Superintendent (ot the poor).. 
Superintendent (mill) 



Tailor 

Teacher 

Teamster 

Telegrapher — 

Telephone factory worker. 

Telephone installer 

Telephone operator 

Theatrical worker 

Ticket agent (railroad).... 

Timekeeper 

Tinsmith 

Toolmaker 

Tramp 

Typewriter aligner 

Typesetter 



Undertaker.. 
Upholsterer. . 
Usher 



Veterinary surgeon . 



Waiter 

Watchmaker.. 
Watchman. .. 

Weaver 

Well digger... 
Wire maker. . 
Whip maker.. 
Woolworker.. 



Yardmasf er . 

None stated. 
Total.. 



Number. 



Mole. Female. 



38 
2 
6 
4 
5 
1 
1 

31 

1 

178 



53 
4 

12 

II 
1 
1 
1 

15 

1 
241 



1. 
3 

25 



141 
1,195 
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The first impression made by the table of occupations is that of 
diversity, 266 different occupations being represented. They include 
all varieties of work, and the occupations range from unskilled 
laborers to tradesmen, skilled craftsmen, business men, artists, and 
professional men. The seven classes of men contributing the highest 
numbers are as follows: 

Laborers 1, 063 

Farmers 236 

Salesmen. 178 

Clerks 148 

Carpenters 121 

Machinists 116 

Railroad employees 112 

Among the women the following occupations give the highest 

number: 

Housewives 551 

House workers 153 

Domestics 93 

In interpreting these figures it must be remembered that those 
classes of occupations showing the highest number of persons insane 
because of syphilis are, for the most part, the preponderating occupa- 
tions of the country. That is, the fact that 1,063 laborers and 236 
farmers were found to be insane because of syphilis does not mean 
that laborers are more apt to go insane because of syphilis than 
farmers, as there are many more laborers than farmers in the popu- 
lation of the country. 

It is believed that the only deduction that can justly be made 
from the list of occupations is that those who go insane from syphilis 
are not confined to any one class, but that they are drawn from 
practically all classes and all occupations. 

In conclusion, attention should be called to the fact that this 
paper deals only with the incidence of mental disorders due to 
syphilis arising among persons under public care. As a sequel to 
this article it would appear to be valuable for some studies to be 
made in regard to the duration of insanity due to syphilis and the 
length of stay in the hospital in order that some deductions may be 
drawn to show economic losses. 



REPORT ON INVESTIGATION OF TYPHOID FEVER EPIDEMIC 
AT GREENEVILLE, TENN. 1 

By C. N. Habrvb, Associate Sanitary Engineer, United States Public Health Service, in cooperation 
with the Tennessee State Beard of Health. 

During the period April 6 to June 20, 1920, an outbreak of typhoid 
fever occurred in GreeneVille, Tenn., with a total of 61 cases and 7 
deaths (1 case and 1 death occurring in the county outside the town 

i From report made by the writer to the State Board of Health of Tennessee. 



